Volume 1 Issue 3

US ARMY

USAG Schinnen
Tri-border News Notes

November 30, 2005

Tri-border Thanksgiving Feast

Photos by: Sylvia Bowron

Top: Antoine Ford enjoys his dinner and shows off his support for his daddy . Below: Volunteers served a bounty of food
to those who turned out for the Tri-border Thanksgiving Feast Nov 21.

By Laurri Garcia

Unaccompanied and
single service members from
throughout the Tri-border
area, as well as family mem-
bers of deployed service
members attended a free
Thanksgiving dinner Nov.
21, at the Internationa Inn
on Headquarters Joint
Forces Command Bruns-
sum, The Netherlands.

Hundreds turned out
to enjoy the food and fel-
lowship sponsored by JFC
Brunssum Air Force and
Navy eements, AFNORTH
Army Battalion, Geilen-
kirchen NATO Air Base and
U.S. Army Garrison Schin-
nen.

This event’s success
is based solely on the efforts
of volunteers and contribu-
tions from the Tri-border
community.

“We had a great
turn out and everyone
seemed to redlly enjoy the
food, said Melissa Broad-
water, one of the many vol-
unteers who gave of their

time to make this event hap-
pen.”

The free Thanks-
giving feast is an annua
Tri-border community
effort that focuses on
those who might not take
the time to fix a tradi-
tional Thanksgiving meal
for themselves and en-
sures they know they are
appreciated and remem-
bered during the holiday
season.. “Thisis a great
event, said Lt. Col. Rick
Richardson, Commander
U.S. Army Garrison
Schinnen, it showsthe
pride and sense of com-
munity we share here in
the Tri-border area.”

“We had approxi-
mately 200 people come
out to eat and about 15
volunteers who helped us
cook, said Broadwater.
At one point | was afraid
we were going to run out
of food, but that didn’t
happen, there was more
than enough and everyone
left full and happy.”




Asthe holiday season ap-
proaches we have so much to be thankful
for; our family, our friends, and the op-
portunity to spend the season in awon-
derful country getting to know new peo-
ple and experiencing different holiday
traditions.

As many of you know, serving
your country, particularly thistime of
year, can be adifficult and lonely time.
The service of our men and women in
uniform and their civilian counterpartsis

The Women of the JFC Protestant Chapel
invite you to our monthly program night!
Monday, December 12, 7:00 pm, Top
Floor, JFC Chapdl.

The theme of the programwill be
sharing Christmas Cookies,
Warm Cider/Tea/Coffee,

& treasured memories
from Christmases Past.

For more info or if you need childcare,
please call 045-527-4131 or email

Please come and join us!
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essential to our country and our way of
life. Deployments and separation are
just some of the challenges today’s
service members face

Here at U.S. Army Garrison
Schinnen we are blessed to celebrate
the season in a safe, comfortable envi-
ronment surrounded by people who
care.

Asyou reflect on the past
year, be proud of your dedication and
professionalism, but don’t forget those
who aren’t asfortunate. Keep them
closein your thoughts, hearts, and

prayers.

| extend to you my heart-felt
thanks and appreciation for ajob well
done. We have an array of success
stories from 2005 to be proud of; Presi-
dent Bush and Queen Beatrix’ s visit to
Limburg, the successful implementa-
tion of our strategic plan, Operation
Market Garden, the Army Community
Service and School Age Service ac-
creditation, the implementation of the
Standard Garrison Organization and
our memorable transition from the
254" Base Support Battalion to U.S.

Schinn
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Army Garrison Schinnen. These are
just afew of the countless events and
achievements that we have to be proud
of.

| urge each of you to take a
moment to reflect on your personal
achievements and the success of this
garrison. Each or you exemplifies why
our motto “Y our Community of
Choice” rings so true.

Enjoy thistime with your
loved ones. It is my hope each of you
will emphasize to your family and
those around you their significance in
your life and the importance of their
presence in your success. Just as | hope
this message conveys that thought to
each of you.

Keep safety first and fore-
most in all you do and finally | wish
you many blessing, much peace, and
continued happiness today and all year
through. Happy holidays.

Rick Richardson

Lt. Col. U.S. Army

Commanding

en Bowling Cente
L

On Friday
1& Dee. Join us
far a Christmas
Party in the Memories
Lane Loange with free
Finger Foads. Starts

al § p-m. Fallowsd
% by Pick-Your-Price
Cosmic Bowling af
[ p-m. Draw a ehlp

and pay what's on
he ehip, from
frea to
= s2.50/
game.
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Drinking, driving in The Netherlands

The Netherlands Law Center

Let'sfaceit; alcohal is part of everyday
European life. Instead of a Starbucks, we
find breweries on street corners. Wineis
acceptable with every meal.

Asaresult, soldiers stationed
here may find themselves at the bottom
of many aglass. However, such opportu-
nity does not negate our responsibility to
drink responsibly.

Do not drink and driveisthe
rule—not the exception! According to
Article 8 of the Dutch Traffic Lawit is
forbidden to drive avehicle (including
riding amoped or bicycle) if you are
under the influence of alcohal.

In The Neth-
erlands, you are under the influence when
abreathalyzer test shows more than 220
micrograms of alcohol per liter of breath
or ablood alcohol test shows alevel of
alcohol higher than .5 milligrams of alco-
hol per milliliter of blood, which isjust
half the UCMJ criminal prosecution
threshold.

Dutch authoritieswill stop a
person for erratic driving or may stop a
driver at arandom alcohol checkpoint.

What does this mean for the
soldier, family member or DoD civilian
who gets stopped? When ordered by the
police, abreath analysistest iscompul-
sory. Failureto submit will lead to crimi-
nal prosecution and immediate revocation
and confiscation of the driving license.

If the outcome of the initial
breath analysistest is positive, you will
betaken to the police station or K-Mar
headquartersfor amore detailed breatha-
lyzer test. You will be tested twice, to
rule out an error of the machine.

Finally, Dutch authorities are
authorized to demand ablood sampleto
further a Dutch criminal investigation.
What can happen if you test positive be-
yond the Dutch legal limit depends on
your level of intoxication and your mili-
tary or civilian status.

For servicemembers, Dutch
authoritieswill notify and turn you over
to the Military Police, who can suspend
your license from 90 daysto ayear de-
pending on the circumstances.

The Netherlands Lega Office
will then request arelease of jurisdiction
for military action. Punishment can

CSM Receives top honors

Page 3

By: Laurri Garcia

U.S. Army Garri-
son Schinnen Command
Sgt. Mg. Ralph Rusch
was presented the Army
Legion of Merit at the
USAG Schinnen monthly
awards ceremony Nov.16.

Rusch received the
award for exceptionally
meritorious service as
Command Sgt. Maj.
Western Sector U.S. Mili-
tary Processing Com-
mand.

range from an Article 15 to acourt -
martial under the UCMJ. Furthermore,
depending on asoldier’ srank, a General
Officer Memorandum of Reprimand
(GOMOR) may beissued.

Finally, in more serious cases,
the Dutch may keep jurisdiction and
prosecute you to the full extent of the
Dutch law.

For civilians, Dutch justice au-
thoritiesalways havefull jurisdiction to
prosecute. Your case may be handled in
one of three ways: adirect fine, an out-
of-court settlement (fine), or prosecution
before a Dutch criminal court.

Moreover, your licenseislikely
to be confiscated, aswell as suspended.

The Dutch authorities take
drinking and driving as seriously as our
police back in the United States. Enjoy
your time here, but do so responsibly.

Do not drink and drive. And if
your backup plan involves ahorse, wait
before you saddle up, partner, because
riding ahorse while under the influence
isagainst the law too!

Rusch was instrumental in
the establishment of an enlistment
processing facility in the Las Ve-
gas areawhich helped Army re-
cruiting efforts.

“Thisis avery prestigious
award, not one that is given every-
day, and we are honored to have
Command Sgt. Mg]. Rusch as part
of our USAG Schinnen team,”
stated Lt. Col. Rick Richardson,
Commander, USAG Schinnen.

Rusch who served at US-
MEPCOM from March 2003 to
July 2005 arrived at USAG Schin-
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USAG Schinnen Commander
recognizes area medical center

American Spouses Club Scholarships

Lt. Col. Rick Richardson, U.S.
Army Garrison Schinnen Commander,
recognized the staff of the Atrium Medi-
cal Center Maternity Ward in Heerlen
Oct. 26, with acertificate of appreciation
for their on-going effortsin providing
careto Tri-border areafamilies and their
support of the OB tours for expectant

parents.

American Spouses Club will be giving out
10,000 dollarsin scholarshipsthisyear. Wewill be hon-
oring graduating seniors, dependantsin continuing edu-
cation and spouses. Applicant must have a current and
vaid U.S. ID card.

The parent or spouse must be amember of the
American Spouses Club by February 1% to qualify and
submit an application. Scholarshipswill be awarded in
the spring at aminimum of 500.00 per scholarship.

For membership information and applications
e-mail jl11507@hotmail.com Details of application
requirements will be available in January and posted in
our monthly newsletter or can be obtained by e-mailing
tcmuldoon@hotmail.com

The event was arranged by the USAG
Schinnen Army Community Service New
Parent Education and Support Program
Coordinator, Elizabeth Foster and Mark

Boom.

Atrium Medical Center Heerlen (AMCH)
Maternity Ward Appreciation Luncheon
held 26 October 2005 at the AMCH

1. If your car is covered with snow,
the minimum you should do before
driving is:

a. Brush off the windows, clear a
good peep hole on the driver's side,
and let the defrosters do the rest as
you drive.

b. Brush off the windows and thor-
oughly clear a space 30 cm (one foot)
sguare to enable you to see out the
front and back windows.

c. Clear al snow off windows, roof
and hood, front and rear lights, and
scrape the ice off all windows.

2. Below -20 C the following condi-
tion does NOT occur:

a Tire chains cease to be effective for
traction.

b. Sand ceases to increase traction.

C. Snow tires loose their ability to bite
into snow.

3. When you get stuck on ice or
hard packed snow do NOT:

a. Spread sand under the tires.

b. Gently rock the car back and forth
by shifting from forward gear to re-
verse using the brakes to hold the
vehicle between shifts.

c. Apply pressure on the gas, keeping
your wheels straight, and move out of
the situation as quickly as possible.
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4. 1f you don't have ABS and must
stop quickly in icy or snowy condi-
tions:

a. Apply strong, steady pressure to
the brake pedal and don't let up.

b. Pump your brakes.

¢. Slam your foot on the brake peda
at once.

5. 1f you go into a skid on ice:

a. Apply the brakes to sow yourself
down.

b. Over steer to compensate for the
direction of the skid.

c. Take your foot off the accelerator
and declutch or shift to neutral.

d. All of the above.

Answersto Winter Driving Quiz
l.c

Clean al snow and ice off al win-
dows. Also remove loose snow from
the hood and roof to prevent it from
blowing up on the windshield or
drifting over the back window as you
drive. Don't be a peep hole driver,
and ensure al windows are defrosted
before starting out.

2.C.

Snow tires do not loose their effec-
tiveness at low temperatures. But
remember they are designed to help
you on unpacked snow and are little
help on ice or hard packed snow. Tire

chains and sand give you traction at
temperatures closer to the freezing
mark, but not at very low tempera
tures. Always approach ice or hard
packed snow with care.

3.c.

If you apply too much power you will
just spin your wheels. Rather, use the
"easy does it" approach when starting
on icy surfaces. Clear away snow
from around the tires and create trac-
tion. Rocking the car alows you to
increase the distance traveled with
each rock.

4. a

But stop short of locking your
wheels. The best defenseisto leave a
greater distance between your vehicle
and the one ahead of you, and to re-
duce your speed to decrease your
stopping distance. Slamming your
brakes could lock the wheels and pro-
duce an uncontrolled skid. However,
with anti-lock brakes (ABS), cisa
valid answer.

5.c.

Do naot put on your brakes. Follow
your natural impulse and steer to
keep the car going in its original di-
rection, but don't over steer. When
you feel the car regaining traction,
start to straighten your wheels. Be
prepared to handle a skid in the oppo-
site direction.d
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POST OFFICE LOCATIONS AND HOLIDAY SEASON OPERATING HOURS

The 90" Postal Company, 4" Platoon Schinnen will extend its hoursfor your
holiday conveniencefrom _15 Nov — 23 Dec 05:

Operating hours

MTWE

Thur

Sat
HOLIDAY MAILING DATES

9am.to4p.m.
9am.to6p.m.

8a.m.to Noon

APO customers are urged to mail their holiday cards and presentsto friends and
relativesin the Continental United States as early as possible. APO customers

mailing deadline are as follows:

SAM parcels

PAL parcels

Priority & Registered parcels

First class& Registered cardg/letters

Express mail

November 18
December 02
December 09
December 09

December 21

“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”

The JFC Brunssum Chapel Community
presents
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”
December 10 & 11
at 2 p.m.

In the JFC Brunssum Theater.
Come see how the Herdmann Kids,
“the worst kids in town”
find out the true meaning of Christmas
and help the towns people re-discover
the Christmas message.

Contribution will be accepted at the door.
For more information call 046-442-5211.

New Parent Education &
Support Program

HOME VISITS:

Per sonal visitsto your home for childbirth
preparation,

Breastfeeding, postpartum/newborn care,
infant development, parenting and disciplin-
ing your child. Call for an appointment to-
day!!!

PLAY MORNINGS.

Join usevery Thursday morning from 9:30-
11:30in the Sports Center at Schinnen.

Once a month-BABY GOODS EXCHANGE!!!
Swap infant and toddler s stuff with other
familiesduring play group(17 Nov, 22 Dec, 26
Jan & 23 Feb).

OB ORIENTATION:

Learn about giving birth in the Nether -
lands/Germany and about your community
resour ces. Next dates: 6 Dec & 7 Mar 2006—
10:00-12:00 at the GK clinic conferenceroom.

BREASTFEEDING SUPPORT GROUP:

Join usto learn more about breastfeeding.

M eets once a month on the 3rd Wednesday at
the ACS conferenceroom at Schinnen—
10:00—11:00 (16 Nov, 21 Dec, 18 Jan & 15
Feb)

HEERLEN HOSPITAL TOURS:

English lead tour sof the hospital. Transporta-
tion provided from Schinnen. 12:00-16:00—
Next tour Feb 2006. Registration with NPESP
Mandatory.
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Leisure Activities ~ by Rita Hoefnagels

Dec. 2-Jan. 1: European ChristmasMar-
ket at Grote Markt, Sint-Katelijneplein
and Vismarkt in the center of Brussels
(BE) with 240 stands, ice-skating rink,
ridesand lotsmore.

Dec. 3-4: ChristmasFair at Nekkerhal
in Mechelen (BE). Open: 10am.-6
p.m.

Dec. 3-6: ChristmasFair at Beur sge-
bouw, next to the central train station,
in the center of Eindhoven (NL). Open
every day from 10 am.-5 p.m. Entry: 8
Euro.

Dec. 8-10: Christmasat Castle Cannen-
burch, located in Vaassen (NL). The
rooms of the 18~ century mansion are
beautifully decorated for Christmas.
Thetablesareset and givetheimpres-
sion of guests expected for afestive
dinner any moment. A ChristmasMar-
ket islocated around the castle. Open:
Thursday and Friday, 12:30-10 p.m.;
Saturday, 10a.m.-6 p.m.

Dec. 8-11: Outdoor ChristmasFair at

“Heerlijkheid Mariénwaerdt” Estate

near detown of Beesd (NL). Entry: 8

Euro. Open: Dec. 8-10,10a.m.-9 p.m,;
Dec. 11, 10a.m.-6 p.m.

Dec. 9-10: Christmas Market through
the center of Orangetown Buren (NL).
Open: Friday, 4-10 p.m.; Saturday,
noon-8 p.m.

ChristmasFair at Keukenhof Estate
near Lisse (NL). Open: Dec. 9, 4-10
p.m. and Dec. 10, 10 am.-10 p.m. En-
try: 5 Euro.

Christmas Antique and Curiosa Market
in therooms of Castle De Renesse on
Liersdlei 30in Malle (BE). Open: 11
am.-6 p.m.

Dec. 9-30: Christmas Market at Groen-
plaatsin the center of Antwer pen (BE).

Dec. 10-11: Flea Marketat MECC in
Maagtricht (NL). Open 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Entry: 5 Euro.

Dec. 12: ChristmasMarket in the center
of Neeroeteren (BE). Open 4-11 p.m.

Dec. 13: Candle Night in Gouda (NL).
Thousands of candlesarelit in thewin-
dows of the beautiful town hall and
surrounding housesin the center of the
city. Thehighlight of the eveningisthe
lighting of the candlesin the huge
Christmastreeat 7 p.m. at the square.

Dec. 13-18: Christmasat Castle Mid-
dachten. The castle near thetown of De
Steeg (NL) isbeautifully decorated for

Christmasand opensitsdoorsfor the
public. A Christmas Market can be

found in the castle s outbuildings. En-
try: 8 Euro. Open: 11 am.-7 p.m.

Dec. 14-18; ChristmasMarket in the
center of Leuven (BE).

Dec. 17-18: Dickens Christmas Fest and
ChristmasMarket. The center of De-
venter (NL) isconverted into a city out
of Dickens “A Christmas Carol.”

Through Dec. 20: Christmas Marketin
“Fluwedlengrot” (Vevet Cave) on
Daalhemmerweg 27 in Valkenburg
(NL). A unique ChristmasMarket in a

EMERGENCY'! Do you know who to call?

EMERGENCY AT HOME: If you are confronted with an emergency at home and
you need the FIRE DEPARTMENT, an AMBULANCE, or the LOCAL POLICE
AUTHORITIES, call 1-1-2. If you dial 1-1-2 you will be connected to a central
operator. The operator will want to know which emergency service you need. The
1-1-2 operator will then connect you to another operator who will respond to your
emergency. Give al information requested. When the emergency service operator
asks for an address you can either give them your full address (street name, house
number, and city or town) or give them the postal code (four numbers and 2 letters)
and the house number. Stay on the line until all questions have been answered. |F

SECONDS COUNT: DIAL 1-1-2.

NON-EMERGENCY call to the police: If you have something to report to the local
police authorities which is not an emergency you can call 0900-8844.
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winter wonderland fairy tale theme.
Open in November on weekdays, 2-9
p.m.; weekends, 11 am.-9 p.m. Open in
December on weekdays, noon-9 p.m;
weekends, 11 am.-9 p.m. Entry: 3.50
Euro; children 1.75 Euro. Information:
31 (0)43-6090110.

Through Dec. 23: Christmas Marketin
the majority of German cities.

ChristmasMarket around the town hall
in the historic center of Aachen (GE).
Open daily 11 am.-8:30 p.m.

Christmas Market at several locations
in the center of Cologne (GE).

ChristmasMarket in the beautiful town
of Monschau (GE). Only open on Fri-
days, Saturdaysand Sundays 2-8 p.m.

Through Dec. 31: Christmas Market in a
Cave, an attractivefair at Gemeente-
grot (cave) in the center of Valkenburg
(NL). Open on weekdays, noon-9 p.m.
and on weekends, 11 am.-9 p.m. En-
try: 3.50 Euro; children 1.75 Euro.

Through Jan. 8: Winterland at Vrijthof
in the center of Maastricht (NL). The
squareistransformed into alargeice-
skatingrink. Thereisan oldfashion
steam carousel and standswith glih-
wein, hot chocolate and winter food. A
Christmas Marketis scheduled in the

same sguar e and surrounding streets
through Dec. 26.

Unit Mail Room Hours

Mondays thru Friday

9to 10:30 a.m.
&
Noon to 5 p.m
Holiday Saturday
Schedule

Nov. 19 & 26, Dec. 3, 10, 17,
& 24 9am.to3p.m.

USAG Schinnen



JFC Alliance Theater

Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m. TheMan. Starring
Samuel L. Jackson, Eugene Levy.
Rated PG-13. 83 min. A case of mis-
taken identity forces federal agent
Derrick Vann and dental supply sales-
man Andy Fidler to team up as they
speed through the streets of Detroit to
pull off asting operation and solve the
murder of Vann's former partner.
Dec. 3, 1 p.m. Tim Burton’s Cor pse
Bride. Voices of Johnny Depp, He-
lena Bonham-Carter. Rated PG. 76
min. Set in a 19t century European
village, this stop-motion, animated
feature follows the story of Victor, a
young man who is whisked away to
the underworld and wed to a mysteri-
ous Corpse Bride, while his red bride,
Victoria, waits bereft in the land of the
living. Although life in the Land of the
Dead proves to be alot more colorful
than his strict Victorian upbringing,
Victor learns that there is nothing in

TRI-BORDER HAPPENINGS
Nov30 6—8p.m.C
Christmas Tree Lighting
360-7500
Dec7 7-9 pm.

USAG Schinnen Town Hall
360-7585

Dec 10 All Day

Cologne Xmas Market
360 7561

Feb 10-12

Valentines week end in Paris

thisworld, or the next, that can keep
him away from his one true love.

4 p.m. Flightplan. Starring Jodie
Foster, Peter Sarsgaard, Sean Bean.
Rated PG-13. 98 min. Flying at
40,000 feet in a cavernous, state-of -
the-art E-474 aircraft, Kyle faces
every mother’s worst nightmare
when her sx-year-old daughter
Julia vanishes without a trace mid-
flight from Berlin to New Y ork.
Already emotionally devastated by
the unexpected death of her hus-
band, Kyle desperately struggles to
prove her sanity to the disbelieving
flight crew and passengers while
facing the very rea possibility that
she may be losing her mind.

7 p.m. TheTransporter 2. Starring
Jason Stratham. Rated PG-13. 87
min. Retired in Miami Ex Specia
Forces operdtive, Frank Martin,

The leuenmmastar Imnersnn:llr

comes to the Schinnen Sports Center

Thurs 1o Dec »

Doors open at 530, entertalnment begins at & p.m.
Free tickets availabla at the Schinnen Fitness Canbar.

Open bo L5 & NATO |D card holders

infio call OGN 360-T561 1 CIN D46-443-7561

makes a living driving for the
wedlthy Billingsfamily. HE' sa
huge favorite with their two small
boys, but when the kids are kid-
napped and injected with a deadly
virus, Frank defies the FBI and
works tirelessly to get the boysto
safety and discover the kidnappers
master plan.

Dec. 9-10— Chapel Christmas
Pageant.

Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m. Two for the
Money. Starring Al Pacino, Rene
Russo. Rated R. 123 min. A star
college football player, at the top of
his game, blows out his knee forc-
ing him to choose a new profession.
He winds up getting into the sports
gambling business and is recruited
by a man who runs one of the best
sport-booking operations in the

Official Information about
this publication.

The Tri-border News Notes is
published twice a month.
Submissions for publication
may be brought/sent to the
Public Affairs Office, Room
117, Building 8, USAG Schin-
nen, Unit 21602, APO AE
09703. Submissions may also
be e-mailed to paousag-
shi@benelux.army.mil . Items
should be created in simple
text (no art work, borders,
columns, etc.) in MS Word
using Times New Roman 10
pt. PAO reserves all editorial
rights.

Public Affairs Officer: Laurri
Garcia, Editor: Vacant,
Community Relations Special-
ist: Rita Hoefnagels

We are on the web at www.usagschinnen.eur.army.mil



